Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FEBRUARY  UEATHER 


i  L=  f  P'  P"  'U 

A  radio  talk  By  J .  B*  Kincer,  leather  Bureau,  deliveifed  in  tne  B^p'artment' 
of  Af'iriculture  period,  National  Farm  and  Horne  Hour,  Uednesd^,  Marfeii'^f  1914. 
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How  do  5^011  do  folks.  f 

Tnere  has  Been  mch  interesting';  weather  since  our  last  chat  with'you “a 
month  ago.  Today  we  shall  first  consider  the  weather  of  FeBruary  and  then  for 
the  winter  as  a  whole.  Our  reports  for  FeBruary  show  very  unusual  conditions. 

The  month  wo.s  colder  than  normal  in  all  sections  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
Being  the  colc'est  FeBruary  ever  known  in  the  States  from  Virginia  northward 
and  northeo.stward,  with  the  previous  lowest  temperatures  of  record  Broken  at 
many  places.  In  this  area,  that  is  in  the  northeastern  States,  a  cold  wave 
moved  doim  from  eastern  Canada  near  the  close  of  January,  and  aBnormaJly  cold 
weather  was  almost  continuous  therca.fter  until  a.  definite  turn  to  warmer  set 
in  about  the  first  of  March. 


In  the  West  and  Northwest  the  woabhcr  wa.s  just  as  remarkably  wanm  as  the 
Northeast  was  cold,  until  near  the  close  of  the  month,  when  a.  cold  wave  over¬ 
spread  these  sections.  However,  the  preceding  three  weeks  of  spring-like 
conditions  mabe  the  a.vorage  temperatures  for  the  month  much  aBovc  norm.al  over  the 
entire  -aostem  I'ualf  of  the  Country.  In  the  Northwestern  Plains  the  monthly 
mean  temoeratures  for  FeBruary  were  from  10°  to  17°  aBove  normal,  in  contra-st 
to  similar  suBnormal  values  in  the  north.eastern  States. 

It  is  Believed  we  can  give  you  a  mental  picture  of  what  happened  in 
FeBruarj^  B"  a  simple  illustration:  Let  us  think  for  a  moment  of  the  climate 
of  the  United  States  as  a  greob  wooden  disk  entirely  covering  the  Country  and 
pivoted  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Now  if  a  giant’s  hand  ahould  revolve  this  weather 
disk  in  a  counter  clock-wise  direction,  the  Atlantic  States  would  Be  displaced, 
of  course,  northward,  and  the  western  and  northweatern  States  southward.  This 
in  effect  is  just  what  happened  to  the  weather.  For  example  we  here  in  Washington 
had  tempe refer. res  normal  to  Albany,  N»  Y.;  you  folks  in  Philadelphis  spent  the 
month  climatically  in  Eastport,  Maine,  while  our  New  York  City  friends  enjoyed 
normal  FeBrs.ary  temperature  for  Burlington,  Vt.  Now  what  about  the  Nest?  Fell 
in  this  case  eastern  Montana,  for  example,  wa.s  pushed  southward  climatically  to 
central  Missouri. 


A  glance  at  the  FeBniary  precipitation  map  shows  tha,t'  the  moilh  was 
decidedly  dry  from  the  (N.iio,  central  Missi ssipui ,  and  lower  Missouri  Va''',leys 
northward,  nca.rl^A  a.ll  stations  in  this  a.rca  reporting  less  than  ha.lf  the  usual 
amount  of  re  dpi  tat  ion  for  the  month.  The  Southwest,  also,  ha-d  scanty  rainfall, 
especinJly  wootern  Tc^as  and  southern  New  Mexico,  But  a  considoraBlo  area  in  the 
centro.l-west ,  centering  in  Colorado,  had  more  than  usual.  Snowfall  was  heo.vy 
from  the-  central  and  upper  Mississippi  Valley  eastward,  especially  in  the  North¬ 
east.  As  Kiid''.  as  four  inches  of  snow  was  reported  from,  as  far  Soiith  as  Atlanta, 
Ga . 


Now  let  us  consider  Briefly  the  winter  as  a  whole,  comprising  the  three 
months  from  December  to  FeBruary,  inclusive.  December  was  warmer  than  normal 
in  all  sections  of  the  Countrj^  except  in  the  more  northern  States  from  North 
Dakota  eastward.  January  had  more  than  normal  warmth  everyr/here,  except  in  a 
very  few  northeastern  localities,  while  FeBruary  was  very  cold  in  the  East  But 
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\7arm  in  the  Ifest,  Tfnen  ttQ  combine  the  three  months,  nhich  period  is  considered 
the  nintor  season,  tjo  find  a  l.imitcd  area,  extending  -from  central  Virginia, 
ccntro-l  Vest  Virginia,  the  upper  Ohio  Valley,  and  the  centred  Lake  region  north- 
oastuard  had  bclou  normal  temperatures;  it  uo.s  especially  cold  in  IT0-7  York  and 
Neu  Englend.  In  the  South  the  uinter  uas  mostly  from  2°  to  5°  uarmcr  then 
normal,  and  in  the  uestem  t-'o  thirds  of  the  country  the  average  temneredure 
for  the  tnrec  months  vas  from  3°  to  as  much  as  10°  above  normal.  Precinitation 
during  the  r/inter  ’7as  decidedly  below  normal  in  nearly  all  sections  east  of  the 
Mississi'ooi  piver;  also  in  the  middle  and  northern  trans-Mississippi  States,  the 
Southwest  and  in  much  of  the  Northwest.  In  eastern  Texas,  the  central  Great 
Plains,  and  central  Podgy  Mountain  Stades  there  was  more  than  the  normal  ar.iount  of 
precipitation,  pt-us  for  the  caontiy  as  a  whole  the  winter  of  1933-34  was  decidedly 
warmer  than  normal  and  had  less  than  the  usual  precipitation;  it  was  both  warmer 
and  dryer  than  last  winter.  The  avertage  rrinter  temperature  was  above  nornrd  over 
about  90  'oorcent  of  the  country. 

pith  regard  to  agriculture,  in  general,  it  was  rather  less  favorable  than 
usual.  Seasonal  outside  operations  were  facilitated  over  the  western  two  thirds 
of  the  country,  and  in  most  of  the  South,  while  the  mildness  in  the  great  v/estern 
grazing  districts  favored  livestock  which  were  permitted  to  graze  freely  during 
most  of  the  time.  In  the  Ecast  and  llorthoast  outside  work  was  hampered,  being 
largely  at  a  standstill  during  February,  n-nd  at  the  same  time,  because  of 
deficient  "■'rccipitation,  the  soil  became  radher  alarmingly  dry  over  large  area.s, 
especiadly  in  the  Southeast,  the  interior  vadlcys,  and  the  Northwest,  peccntly 
the  moistx’.re  situadion  in-  the  Southca.st  ajid  the  interior  has  improved  maderially, 
ad  least  for  the  time  being,  through  much  needed  radns  in  the  former  and  moderate 
to  heaver  snows  in  the  ladtcr.  Howeve^' ,  ,  the  subsoil  is  very  dry  in  many  Stades 
and  a.  great  deal  more  radn  is  needed.  The  Februa.ry  low  temperadures  killed  most 
of  the  ear  15^  fruit  buds,,  especially  pea^clies,  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania.,  New  Jersey, 
Marj/la.nd,  Ohio,  Vest  Virginia  and  northern  and  western  Virginia,  while  there  is 
considerable  apprehension  as  to  possible  heavy  damage  in  Michigan.  Much  damage  was 
done  to  winter  truck  crops  from  southeastern  Virginia  southward.  There  has  been  no 
apnarent  harm  to  pea.ches  in  the  important  producing  sections  of  the  Southeast,  and 
light  to  only  moderade  truck  damage  is  reported  from  other  Gulf  sections,  with 
many  localities  escaping  entirely.  Farm  work  is  now  largely  at  a  standstill  in 
the  southern  States  because  of  recent  heavy  rain,  but  li^it  rains  and  wader  from 
melting  sna:'  ha.vo  materially  improved  conditions  over  the  Vinter  Vheat  Belt,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  hea'/y-producing  western  sections.  In  the  spring  wheat  a.rca  the 
soil  is  unfavorably  dry  to  gread  depths  and  hea'vy  spring  radns  will  be  necessary 
to  insure  a  good  croo  of  grain  this  yca,r. 


